BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
fault that he failed of success. A man may hide his head in a
hole : he may go into the country, and publish a book now
and then, which nobody reads, and then complain he is
neglected. There is no reason why any person should exert
himself for a man who has written a good book : he has not
written it for any individual. I may as well make a present
to the postman who brings me a letter.'
In the evening I came to him again. He was somewhat
fretful from his illness. A gentleman [Boswell] asked him,
whether he had been abroad to-day. 'Don't talk so childishly,
(said he.) You may as well ask if I hanged myself to-day.s I
mentioned politicks. JOHNSON. 'Sir, I'd as soon have a man
to break my bones as talk to me of publick affairs, internal or
external. I have lived to see things all as bad as they can be.'
I shall here insert a few of Johnson's sayings, without the
formality of date, as they have no reference to any particular
time or place.
The more a man extends and varies his acquaintance the
better,' This, however, was meant with a just restriction; for,
he on another occasion said to me, 'Sir, a man may be so
much of every thing, that he is nothing of any thing.'
'Raising the wages of day-labourers is wrong; for it does
not make them live better, but only makes them idler, and
idleness is a very bad thing for human nature.*
I praised the accuracy of an account-book of a lady whom
I mentioned. JOHNSON. 'Keeping accounts, Sir, is of no use
when a man is spending his own money, and has nobody to
whom he is to account. You won't eat less beef to-day, be-
cause you have written down what it cost yesterday.' I men-
tioned another lady2 who thought as he did, so that her hus-
band could not get her to keep an account of the expence of
the family, as she thought it enough that she never exceeded
the sum allowed her. JOHNSON. 'Sir, it is fit she should keep
an account, because her husband wishes it; but I do not see
its use.'
As a small proof of his kindliness and delicacy of feeling,
the following circumstances may be mentioned: One even-
ing when we were in the street together, and I told him I
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